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Alva Myrdal (1902-1986), diplomat, feminist, and one of the founders of the Swedish welfare state,

exemplifies in her extraordinary life the joys, the sorrows, and the achievements of women in our

time. Her daughter shows us with unflinching candor how Myrdal struggled to attain in her private

life the freedom and opportunity which she won for millions of other women.
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Bok's candid and engaging biography tells how her mother, a Swedish diplomat and Nobel Peace

Prize winner, challenged notions about the role of women in society and became known as the

"conscience of the disarmament movement." Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Bok, a philosophy teacher at Brandeis University, discusses her mother's life and accomplishments

in this new addition to the "Radcliffe Biography" series. She chronicles Alva's Swedish childhood,

her elopement with an economics student, Gunnar Myrdal, who later won the Nobel Prize in

economics, her career in the Swedish goverment and the United Nations, and her involvement in

the international disarmament movement that won her the 1982 Nobel Peace Prize. The best part is

Bok's highly personal and insightful commentary on her mother's life and life choices, which were

unusual and even scandalous at the time but seem commonplace to us now. She also includes

many excerpts from letters and other family papers, providing a fascinating look into an unusual and



special family. Recommended for general and women's studies collections.- Gwen Gregory, U.S.

Courts Lib., PhoenixCopyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of

print or unavailable edition of this title.
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